
Statement from 4/27/20 Borough Council meeting.

Members of the Borough Council, neighbors and friends:

Again, I hope that this finds you and your families well, as we continue to move through this viral pandemic and

positively begin to see signs of the number of cases beginning to reduce and the discussion of the smart reopening of our

businesses and restoration of our way of life.

As has been the case over the last few months, I and our Borough Council and Chief of Police have been and will

continue to post the latest updates and relevant information on our website and through Nixle. As of tonight, the Federal

requirements to shelter-in-place remain in effect, however, I am aware our President will be speaking this evening and

there may be some changes.   However, discussions on how to reopen segments of our society are underway and it

appears that this process may begin as soon as June.

At the State level, this morning Governor Phil Murphy continued to stress the “go slow” policy and at this moment, all

schools will remain closed until May 15, 2020.  After speaking with several superintendents throughout the State, there is

no new information as to when schools may reopen or if they will at all this semester.

As you may know, New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio has said that public schools will not reopen at all this semester;

however, NY Governor Andrew Cuomo states, correctly that the Mayor does not have the authority to close public

schools and is reviewing that issue. How Governor Murphy will respond to this is unclear at this time.

The reopening of certain parks in Jersey City and other areas of the State are presently under consideration. Stores that

are essential businesses remain open and as of this week, the following businesses have been added to the list:

Mobile phone retail and repair shops

Bicycle shops, but only to provide service and repair

Livestock feed stores

Nurseries and garden centers

Farming equipment stores

Auto dealerships

Realtors will be able to do 1-on-1 showings but no open houses

Firearms retailers will be allowed to reopen

In response to many small businesses that need to reopen or face severe financial setback or bankruptcy, I have written

correspondence to Trenton and the County to do so in a manner that respects social distancing and may allow mom and

pop businesses to resume serving our communities.

 



In Far Hills, Municipal Court did not take place this week due to a directive from Supreme Court Chief Justice Stuart

Rabner.  Future court proceedings will be determined by our Municipal Judge Mark Adler, in conjunction with guidance

from the Somerset County Vicinage and Court Administration.

 

Our municipal building remains closed to the public at least until May 15, 2020 and possibly longer pending the

directives from the Governor. Our Borough Clerk, Dorothy Hicks and her staff continue to alternate work schedules and

are doing a great job addressing the needs of residents given the current working environment.

 

As of this writing, Far Hills has experienced two cases of the virus and possibly a third however, that is unsubstantiated

at this time. Council President Karner and I have been in constant contact with Chief Michael DeCarolis to discuss this

and other issues; and I thank him and his officers for doing a stellar job.

 

In short, Far Hills is weathering the virus quite well and I thank you for adhering to our rules. I will continue to keep the

Fairgrounds open for walking allowing people to get some exercise and will continue to keep this space open, as long as

all adhere to the social distancing rules presently in place.

 

In discussion with the sponsors of the Memorial Day Parade, the Far Hills Bedminster Fire Department and Bedminster

Mayor Larry Jacobs, with whom we share the parade, at this time, the status of the parade is uncertain unless things

change dramatically. However, some form of tribute to our fallen heroes will take place, even if only a simple displaying

of a memorial wreath.

 

The Essex Horse Trials event scheduled to take place July 2020 is presently on hold. This week, I met with the event

organizers and, as substantial lead-time is needed to coordinate this event, the final decision to proceed is undetermined

and will be determined when we are able to open for large public gatherings.

 

The very good news is that States around the Country and the mindset of policy makers are beginning to favor reopening

on a limited basis and in smart measured ways. This afternoon, I was informed that the State of Texas will let their stay-

in-place laws expire this coming Friday and businesses will reopen at a 25% maximum capacity.

 

The message here is to stay safe, stay aware, and be mindful of the regulations presently in place. Together we will

certainly defeat this virus and re-emerge as the great Nation and State that we are.

 

Paul J. Vallone, MD

Mayor

Borough of Far Hills


